






























New faculty join Dordt
Ten new faculty member join the assistant professor of accounting at
freshman and returning students from Geneva College in Pennsylvania.
the 1999-2000 academic year. The Jonathan Warner will join the
recent faculty additions hail from as department as an associate professor
close as Sioux Center, to as far away of economics. A native of England,
as Japan and Kyrgyzstan, and will Warner has served as a professor at
teach courses in philosophy, math, universities in England, Cyprus,
business, economics, theology, art, Poland, and Kyrgyzstan. Warner
and Japanese language and culture. holds a Ph.D. in Welfare Economics
Two of the new faculty will join from the University of Wales.
Dordt's education department. Barb Philosophy students will benefit
Hoekstra received her bachelor's from ,the addition of Roger
degree from Trinity Christian Henderson to the philosophy depart-
College in Illinois, her master's ment staff. Henderson earned his
degree from Western Michigan bachelor's degree from the
University, and is working toward a University of California, Berkley,
doctorate from the University of and his doctorate from the Free
South Dakota. University of Amsterdam.
Lloyd Den Boer also joins the edu- Joining the Theology Department
cation department. Den Boer returns is David Rylaarsdam, who is a Dordt
to his home of Sioux Center from graduate and a Sioux Center native.
Abbotsford, British Columbia. A Rylaarsdam earned a maser of divin-
Dordt graduate, Den Boer went on to ity degree from Calvin Theological
earn a master's degree from Simon Seminary, then an additional master's
Fraser University, British Columbia. and Ph.D. from the University of
Dordt's business administration/ Notre Dame.
accounting department will receive Dordt's mathematics department
three of the new professors, Scott adds professor Duane Einfeld. He is
Quatro, Gary Vander Plaats, and also a Dordt graduate and went on to
Jonathan Warner. Quatro received a receive his master's degree from the
bachelor's degree from Pepperdine University of Washington in Seattle.
University, and a master's degree in The art faculty is joined by Susan
busines eermni tr ....._~w...".•,v.,0.11\_
College of William and Mary. He has degree from Northwestern College of
recently been employed in business Orange City. She recently completed
and human resources at American her master of fine arts degree at the
Management Systems and Payless University of South Dakota.
ShoeSource Inc. Nobuhiro Yamao will bring a cul-
Vander Plaats graduated from tural twist to campus. A graduate of
Dordt in 1982 -with a bachelor's Hokkaido University and a resident
. degree in accounting and business of Furan, Japan, Yaruao taught high
management. He received a master's school for 37 years before retiring.
degree in business administration He is serving a residency at Dordt in
from the University of Iowa, and which he will teach courses In
comes to Dordt after serving as an Japanese language and culture. ra
Diversity at Dordt
By Allison De Jong helped to intluence their deoisicns, as
well as the Christian community and
atmosphere.
What are the biggest differences
between your home and DordtlSioux
Center/Iowa?
Gabriel Florit (Peru): The tempera-
ture in Peru never gets below 50
degrees, and I hear that it gets very cold
here. The food is similar in many
ways, as South America has been great-
ly influenced by Western culture. But
the scenery is completely different.
Lima is located near the coast, and it's
in a desert. Here it is green, with fields
all around. Another difference is the
people. Here people say "Hi" to you
even if they don't know you. You can't
do that in Lima; it's a city of eight mil-
lion people.
Tatyana Tioukanova (Russia): The
people are more openly religious here.
There is church on Sundays, but also
other things during the week. And
most people pray before eating. The
food is very sweet and heavy here,
which it isn't at home. Also, the weath-
er is very humid and hot,. unlike







Although a majority of the students
at Dordt College come from similar
backgrounds, there are a few who have
come to Iowa from overseas. This year
we have twelve new international stu-
dents, from Russia, the Netherlands,
Kenya, Peru, Bahrain, Laos/Thai Dam,
Mexico, and Turkey. In interviewing
them I found out a little about their
backgrounds, what factors were
involved in their decisions to come to
Dordt, and how our cultures differ.
How did you hear about Dordt?
Jaap Boer (the Netherlands): My sis-
ter told me very enthusiastically about
it, so I thought, "Let's take a look
there," and here I am!
Phillip Miller (Russia): Some Dordt
professors and staff such as Gary
VanderHart, John Van Dyk, and John
Visser came to my school for confer-
ences_and teaching projects, and helped
make the arrangements for me to come
here.
Most of these students heard about
Dordt from friends or family members,
and the decision to come here was not

















Denise Mula (Turkey): Istanbul has
15 million people, which makes a big
difference. Also, the coffee here is not
strong enough!
Jaap: Americans are completely dif-
ferent from other people. They say,
"Hey, how's it going?" but they don't
really want to know. In Holland people
aren't interested so they don't even ask.
The weather is somewhat hotter and
sunnier; in the Netherlands there's one
day of beautiful weather and then it's
thundering 364 days.
Phillip: The biggest difference is
size. Sioux Center is a thousand times
smaller than St. Petersburg. And Sioux
Center does not have any museums,
operas, palaces, fortresses, parks,
rivers, canals, or castles. Food is very
different-at least at the Commons.
But the weather is pretty much the
same in St. Petersburg as here.
What do you miss the most?
Karina Nikitina (Russia): When T
was in Russia I never imagined how
much I would miss my family, espe-
cially my sister Alina.
Zaira Vazquez (Mexico): 1 really
miss the food-it's very different
here-and I miss the customs.
Denise: I very much miss the city
atmosphere-to go from a city of 15
million to such a small town is a big
change!
What is the best thing about being at
Dordt?
Gabriel: The people are nice, and it's
easy to make new friends. The
Christian atmosphere is amazing-peo-
ple here know their purpose in the
world. It's great to be in a place where
everyone shares the same faith. The
profs, too, lay it all out for you-they
tell you what the good and the bad is.
They know what they believe.
Phillip Pambuh (Kenya): Dordt has
given me the opportunity to study
through a different educational system.
I like the culture, the food-but above
all, the friendly people who are always
willing to help, and the professors who
are easy to talk to.
Tatyana: The whole atmosphere here
is wonderful. And the professors are
different here-they are open to conver-
sations, and more understanding. The
students, too, are very friendly.
Jaap: The people and the students
here, and that everybody, without
shame, is a Christian.
Students share
Common Grounds
STUDENTS ENJOY THE COFFEE AT COMMON GROUNDS.
by Jen Hoogeveen
Staff Writer
For those of you who
live and study by the words "The
best part of waking up IS Folgers
in your cup" and "Good. 'til the
last drop," here's another one -
"Common Grounds." Sandi
Altena, along with the Student
Activities Committee, were think-
ing along the lines of community
when they came up with the idea
of a type of coffee shop here at
Dordt. The purpose of this proj-
ect is building community. That
is what the name Common
Grounds creatively'stands for.
When the Student Union Huilding
is renovated, there will be a coffee
shop in the basement. Until then,
JOE TROSEN
the Common Grounds is what
Sandi calls "a prelude to that." It
will be open this year in the
S.U.B. on Wednesday nights
along with Praise and Worship
and every weekend night on either
a Fnda:\,,"or Sarurday. Remember
to take your Dordt Mug, forget
Mr. Coffee in your room and
corne meet some real people.
Brian Walsh continues IS-year
tradition of Staley Lectures
by RoseAnn Vander Wal
Staff Writer
Following a tradition
established more than 15 years
ago, the Staley Lecture series
returns to Dordt on Sept. 15 and
16. This event is funded by the
Thomas F. Staley Foundation.
Staley began the foundation dur-
ing the 1950's. He was a Christian
business man who believed that
young I Christian college students
should get the chance to hear the
Christian faith being defended by
well trained and scholarly evangel-
icals. He put his resources into the
Staley Distinguished Christian
Scholar Lecture Program. The
Program sponsors one lecture a
year that is presented to various
small evangelical colleges across
the United States.
This year Brian Walsh
will be presenting a series of lec-
tures on the topic, "The Word of
Truth in a Post Modern Context:
Reading Colossians at the End of
the Millennium" Brian Walsh is the
co-author of the books, Truth is
Stranger Than it Used to be and
The Transforming Vision. The lat-
ter was used as a Gen 300 textbook
in the past. Brian Walsh is the
chaplain at the University of
Toronto, which is a sister institu-
tion to Dordt. He is a former pro-
fessor at the Institute for Christian
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The Staley Lecture Series
is an opportunity for the Dordt
community to hear well-known
Christian speakers. Professor Paul
Otto, of the history department is
coordinating this year's lectures.
Prof. Otto says there is a real and
crucial need to understand and
apply scripture in this day and age
and that he looks forward to hear-
ing Brian Walsh's insigfits on the
subject. The lectures will be held in
CI60 at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday
September 15, 3:30 and 7:30 p.m.
on Thursday the 16th. Walsh will
















By Tricia Van Ee
•Ina
for a few days. They then split up
into teams of nine teachers and an
older adult leader. All six of the
counselors from Dordt were on the
same team. They traveled to the
city of Fuzhou in the province of
Fujian, where they- would be
teaching about 150 students.
Camp China took place during
their summer vacation.
The days consisted of
teaching conversational English in
an informal classroom setting
every morning, and often games
and sports were played in the
afternoons. A few times a week the
counselors got together for cultur-
ill nights with their students. The
Americans demonstrated tradi-
tional American music, holidays,
and wedding customs. They also
went for outing and field trips with
the students.
The Chinese teens were
very respectful and eager to learn
about American culture, Van
Hofwegen said. Something that
affected her was "seeing how
eager the kids were to learn, but
also bow .much..JJ>e.y.don'tikno""l' __ 1
about religion because of the gov-
ernment, and how lucky we are in
the States to be open about our
faith and not think twice about
talking about it."
Vander Linden said about
the trip, "I experienced God in a
way I've never been able to
before-I've never been so sur-
'rounded by different religions, and
I've never been in a situation with
such little in common with the
people around me." Vander
Linden felt that seeds were planted
in the hearts of many students.
They were "reaching our for God-
you could just feel it."
"It was a great experi-
ence," Van Hofwegen said. "Not
only being in a different culture,
but really seeing what China is
like and being able to form such
close relationships with the stu-
dents."
Dirkson, Hahn, Kerkstra,
Nikkel, Van Hofwegen and Vander
Linden are planning a chapel later
in the year, and an ELIC represen-
tative will be coming sometime
this fall.
Any letters, comments, or opinions are
welcome. Contributions must be
received before 5:00 p.m. the Monday
before publication to be printed in that






Opinions expressed are not necessarily
the view of the Diamond or of Dordt
College. but represent the views of
.individual writers. The Diamond
'~es tile righr /.0 edit or refuse
nublieation of any - ..... .....,-..1r.;r:: l 4'" '. _
Features Editor
Six Dordt students spent
five weeks in China this summer
with the English Language
Institute/China CELlC) cultivating
relationships with high school age
students as they taught English
and practiced lifestyJe evangelism.
Doug Dirkson, Molly
Hahn, Kim Kerkstra, Trixi Nikkel,
Donna Van Hofwegen and
Daniellc Vander Linden responded
to an invitation extended last fall
in chapel by Joe Yoon, an ELiC
representative and past participant
in the program.
Camp China, as ELIC's
program is called, uses students
from colleges all over the U.S. to
teach 14 to 18-year-old Chinese
students about American culture
and converse in English in a camp
setting. More than 200 college stu-
dents and young adults from many
different denominations, schools,
and majors participated in the pro-
gram.
The students each had to
raise $2780 to paffiCipa e as coun-
selors in Camp China. They raised
this money through their churches
and private donations.
Because China has a firm
policy against bringing Bibles into
the country for distribution, ELiC
counselors are not allowed to
directly witness to their students or
give them Bibles, but instead must
practice lifestyle evangelism. A
Camp China job description stated
in its purpose that students must
"communicate faith in Jesus Christ
through Godly lifestyle and
engage in conversation with spiri-
tually motivated students in a sen-
sitive way."
Before traveling to their
scbool in China, Dirkson, Hahn,
Kerkstra, Nikkel, Van Hofwegen
and Vander Linden met with over
200 others in the program in Los
Angeles, CA. They arrived in LA
on June 30 and spent a week in
training with their teams before
their five weeks in China.
When the counselors
arrived in China, they took tours
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its located and what recently hap-
pened there. The town has been in
the national spotlight since last
spring and will continue to attract
media attention until something
similar happens somewhere else.
That is right, Littleton, Colorado
is where I call home.
Although I was not home when
the shooting happened last April
20th, I have heard from my parents
and friends tha~ there was a degree
of pointlessness in every aspect of
life for nearly two weeks, and those
who had to carryon, had a tough
time doing so. Even a month after
the tragedy, when I was finally able
to yisit the memorials there were
still people coming to see the
memorials of those who had died.
Of the 14 students and one teacher
who died that day, there is one vic-
tim that has captured the attention
of the Christian community. Cassie
Bernall died confessing her faith in
Jesus Christ. I cannot imagine the
courage it took to stand up for
Christ the way she did. I hope and
pray that Cassie's memory will
always be with those who find it
hard to believe, let alone confess
out loud, that Christ is Lord.
Beyond what Cassie did for her
Lord, there are issues that have
arisen since her death that bother
me deeply. As I recently opened the
catalog to one of the local Christian
bookstores at home, the first thing I
E-mail Question
Do I think that the destruction
in Turkey means that Jesus is
coming?
Well, Iabsolutely believe He is
near, though Idon't think we can
use an earthquake to try to pre-
dict his return. Keep reading the
rest of Matthew 24: "No one
knows about that day or
hour ... therefore keep watch,
because you do not know on
what day your Lord will come."
Almost half of the ~ eon-
sists of warnings against trying to
redi t Jesus' second comin . I
der at any time whether my
Savior might return and catch me
"red handed" - I guess we're
well warned to be ready at all
times and in everything we do.
Liam Starkenburg
(Imstrlmb@dordt,edu)
saw was two full pages devoted to
Cassie Bernall ...merchandise. T-
shirts, backpacks, key chains and
pretty much anything else you can
think of was there. I suppose the
commercialization of this should
not surprise me, but my surprise
has turned to disgust:
What eats at me is this: no one
knows where the proceeds of these
"things" are going. Besides the
book written by Cassie's mother,
there was nothing telling me where
the money was going. Why, you
may ask, do I even care about this?
Because I find the thought of peo-
ple making money off of some-
one's death for Christ a revolting
thing. I attempted to contact the
bookstore, but my e-mails were
never answered. Many may think
that Iam overreacting to this, but I
don't believe I am. Iwould have no
problem buying products like these
if we were informed of where our
money is going, like to a founda-
tion in Cassie's name, but there is
no way I will spend money not
knowing if someone is making
money off of Cassie's tagic death.
M challen e to. au as believers
in the same Lord that Cassie died
for, is to keep a watch on what you
support through what you buy.
Please join me in remembering a
young woman who died for her
Lord, but also join me in keeping
fellow Christians accountable for
what they sell and where that
money goes.
Does fun have to equal 17,000 gal. of water?
by Ryan Vande Kraats
Staff Writer
In this article, I would like to
address an issue that may not even
be an issue for many people, but its
something that matters to me. I
think most Dordt students are
familiar with the annual event; that
game, in which two teams shoot
fire hoses at a barrel that is sus-
pended over the road on a wire. I
would like to discuss this issue
with. you all, and tel1.you why I am
opposed to the playing of this game
on Dordt's campus.
My freshman year, after the
event, my friends and I looked into'
the water consumption of those
hoses, and discovered that at maxi-
mum capacity, those hoses can
pump out over 90 gallons of water
every minute. If you multiply that
amount by, say three hours, you get
a total of roughly 1,,000 gallons of
water.' That is-a lot of water, and it
is going, Iiterilil)< sttaight dow~ 'the
drain. Those are the facts of the
matter, now, let me explain why I
am so opposed to this "game."
I am opposed to these water
games because I feel, in light of the
plight and position of so many peo-
ple around the world, to waste that
much water in such a manner
seems to be an irresponsible way to
pass an afternoon, even if it is fun.
I am not suggesting that the water
that was used should be bottled and
sent to sub-Sahara Africa, or India,
or any other place where clean
water is scarce. It is not the so
much particulars of the event that I
am upset about, though I don't con-
done them, but the principles of
the matter that concern me. At a
school which promotes Christian
values and a reformational world-
view, I find this event to contradict
those claims.
The first command that God
gave. us was to be stewards of the
Earth" of His creation. We are
called to look after the resources
that God has placed on the Earth
for us to use, and to do so responsi-
bly. Secondly, one of the primary
tenants of Jesus' ministry while on
Earth, and one of the predominant
themes in all of Scripture, is that
we are to look after the poor and
the needy, and seek justice for the
oppressed. This theme is found
throughout the Bible, in both the
Old and New Testament. I have a
hard time justifying the misuse of
water for what is really unneces-
sary recreational fun. Numerous
other games could be played that
would be less harmful, to the envi-
ronment, and would honor God's
call to care for the needs of the
poor, and not oppress them, or hin-
der them. As reformed Christians
we are supposed to take the fallen
and sinful practices of "the world"
and reform them into something
that God would be proud of.
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dismembered arm on the screen.
With one swift kick, the Asian
clIaracter shattered the skull of his
oppoaeat and ripped out his spine.
~~~lS later a burly figure froze
J\tijm and then hurled him off
building. He landed,
, on the spikes below.
gusbed from his stom-
brother Oiad, his hand on
, participated in it all.
are 'Witnessing such
every day. Although these
iw:rease hand-eye coordi-






and community. Personal comput-
ers carry games into more than 30
million homes and 125,000
chools nationwide.
Such easy access to video games
ins in part why children
$pend so much time with them.
According to Eugene F. Provenza,
Il>IdllllilQf ef Education at the
'-my of Miami, 36% percent
of male students play one to two
hours per week and 29% play
three to six hours a week. Of their
female counterparts, 42% play one
to lWOhours a week and 15% play
three to six hours a week.
This enormous amount of time
in front of a video game console
has its effects. Children who play
video games nsually expect their
education to be entertaining.
Teachers are forced to compete
indep<ondii_~_".1III
ety's norms. This, in turn, can lead
to more violent actions ia
world.
As a citizen, I am concerned
about video games and
effects on the children who Will
tomorrow's leaders. We are called
to a higher standard than the one
video games are supplying. In tlle
Old Testament the prophet MiaIl
(chapter 6:8) tells us that weille
required ~'to act justly, to low
mercy, and to walk humbly w.iIh
your God." Video games, howev-
er, encourage us to do injustice. to
love cruelty, and to behave as if we
are a law unto ourselves. Our
minds are designed with a huge
potential for imagination and
creation. Let's be responsible
stewards of what we have. Unplug
the Nintendo.
JUNIORS BRIAN VANDER WAAL, TROY DE VLlEGER, AND HEATH VERSTRAETE PAUSE FOR A DISCUSSION ON LIFE.
I
Andrew Moody
Students challenged to be "JustAs I Am'
by Susan Vandermeer
Staff Writer
It was the first weekend back at
Dordt College and where does every-
one go? Away r But they all had a
good reason because August 27-28
was the all-college retreat at Lake
Okoboji. Students left campus in the
late afternoon and returned Saturday
evening after a weekend to remem-
ber.
After a whole semester's worth of
planning, the retreat committee final-
ly got the event underway as multiple
vans and school buses travelled away
from DC, taki~g students to a week-
end of fun. Friday night activities
included time to mix with and meet
peers, an ice cream social, a praise
and worship time, a campfire, and a
Chtistian dance that was loud and
fun I Oh, and let's not forget the
Mountain Dew chug!
Saturday began with a loud and
annoying wake-up call, and the day
was filled with free time, swimming,
and volleyball and basketball tourna-
ments. Time was allotted for praise
and worship and student's focused on
the theme with a speaker and peer
discussion groups.
This year's theme was "Just As I
Am," taken from Romans 5:8. The
speaker was Kel BJom, a youth pas-
tor from Holland, Michigan.
Although what he had to say was
very concise and simple, it held an
important meaning in discussions led
by Living Group Leaders and stu-
dents in their own personal discus-
SIOn.
But let's just say that Blom was no
ordinary speaker. He knew what it
was like to be a freshman (or upper-
classman) coming to a retreat and not
knowing anyone. He knew what it
was like to stay up all night and have
to listen to some speaker drone on
and on the next morning when really
all a person could think about is
sleep. So, he used students to illus-
trate his messages. Besides learning
that DC has. some pretty talented
impromptu actors (especially those
partiers and pigs!) and learning the
new way to do "Paper, Rock,
Scissors," BJorn told retreaters of the
need to accept God, others, and our-
selves in order to live the full life God
has planned. Through five minute
conversations with unfamilliar peo-
ple and stories of both himself and
kids in his youth group, retreaters
learned how God accepts His chil-
dren just as they are. "The guy was
hilarious! But he also had a really
good message," said a freshman who
greatly enjoyed the entire event.
Living Groups played an important
role in this year's retreat as well.
Although they were small groups,
LGL Curt Kuiper said, "It was great
to get to know people from all aspects
of life and to meet people you other-
wise wouldn't." It was a good oppor-
tunity for students to get together and
further discuss what Blom had spo-
ken about. "I had a good expereince
with my group," said Ryan De
Koekkoek, also an LGL. He said that
his group was very outspoken and
they were able to dive further into the
concept of accepting yourself and
allowing God to accept you. "We
had some great discussions about
important issues in our lives."
Saturday night was also a time in
which God spoke to many retreaters
by way of a concert put on by Bleach.
"They were extraordinary because
they related their faith in their music
so well," said one retreater. The band
members interacted with the students
over a pizza supper and then put on a
concert for all to enjoy. A favorite
played by the band included "Perfect
Family," and tree t-shiilS were thrown
out to the concert-goers. It was a good
ending to a good weekend.
All the planning by the Retreat
Committee was well worth it.
Chairman Heath Verstrate said, 'The
retreat committee was' top notch this
year in their organization." And all that
organization was well worth it as
many students left the retreat on
Saturday with good memories of fun.
So, if you did not go, quite simply, "You
missed out!" said one freshman. "I met
so many people, got no sleep, and loved




FRESHMEN LAURA AND NICOLE
VOS TAKE SOME TIME OUT TO
PLAY TETHER BALL.
Photo Submitted
JAMES KLAVER WAS DIAGNOSED WITH LEUKEMIA APRIL, 1999.
James's road to recovery
By Allison B. Schaap
Staff Writer
Relying on God has played a big
role in the lives of the Klaver family ..
In the beginning of April, 1999, 19-
year-old James Klaver was diag-
nosed with leukemia and was in des-
perate need of a stem-cell transplant.
He had been experiencing many high
fevers, extreme fatigue, and was
unable to get rid of bronchitis. With
the fast progressing leukemia that
James had, it had to be treated imme-
diately or he could have died.
According to James's older sister
Leanne, who is a senior at Dordt, the
whole family was tested to see who
could be a possible donor for Jamie.
It turned out that Jamie's younger sis-
ter, Tricia.l Z, was a perfect match.
"I think it was a neat experience for
her," Leanne continued, "she was
excited because some of her is in
hi "m.
Tricia went through treatment up
until the transplant on August 12. She
went through 2 sessions (4 hours
each) to give 'the stem celis. James
was released from the hospital on
September 2, but was readmitted the
next day because he was in with-
drawal from medication, since he
couldn't keep it down. He has since
been released on 'September 6
because he is now able to eat which
he was unable to do before because
of mouth sores.
Pastor Draayer got to know Jarnie
last year when he was diagnosed with
leukemia. "I'm struck by how posi-
tive he and his family are ...they are
looking for the good in things," said
Pastor -Draayer, "I think there is an
aggressiveness in Jamie, and he'll
face what he has to face."
The Klaver family will find out in
due time whether or not Jamie has a
temporary disease or if it is chronic. If
it's chronic, his body will continue to
fight Tricia's stem-cells, and he will
be on medication for the rest of his
life. Leanne said, "Everything is
uncertain now, we are relying on
God, and living day to day. We can't
live a normal day, he [Jamie] didn't
just have the cancer, the whole fami-
ly has the cancer, Every day is a con-
stant struggle,"
M~summer as a movie a~~ict
blBrian Wisselink& E Page Editor
Reflecting back on my last
"college-summer" spent at home,
something about the way I spent my
time seems a little bit off. I mean, I
worked, I made some money I saw
my dwindling number of high-
school friends now and again, I
received a great number of invita-
tions to weddings I could not attend
and, well, I guess I saw a few
movies.
I didn't quite see one
movie a week, r saw at least
three ...it's really a bit pathetic, I
guess, but I honestly didn't have any-
thing better to do with my time
(Volunteer, read great works of liter-
ature, find a night job ...no, the
movies were a much better idea). I
must admit, I really did want to go
see "The Blair Witch Project," for
the second and even third time.
Going to see "Eyes Wide Shut" two
nights in a row and counting down
the days until "Bowfinger' came to
local theaters didn't strike me as at
all odd this summer. And even
though watching the truly inspiring
and moving court-scene from Big
Daddy for the second time made me
just a little bit queasy, I just blamed it
rliunWAYji
I
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on all the Gummi worms.
Yes, I see it now, I had a
problem. When seeing Star Wars:
Episode I for the fourth time I won-
dered, "Isn't there something else I
could be doing, it being summer and
the sun shining and me bein indoors
here?" But I just sat there, watched
people on the screen say "I have a
bad feeling about this" over and over
and laughing at Jar Jar Binks, who I
was finding almost...dare I say
it...funny.
But maybe there wasn't
anything wrong with me. Seeing
'The Sixth Sense" for the sixth time
is possibly a very normal, healthy,
reasonable thing to do. Maybe being
able to sing along to the entire sound-
track to the South Park movie is
really the product of a healthy, rea-
sonable mind. And even maybe
the fact that I heard terrible things
about 'The Haunting," the fact that I
thought it looked like a very un-scary
movie that I didn't want to see, but
went and saw it anyway doesn't
seem at all odd to anyone.
However, I think maybe I'll go with
my first thought, I think there was a lit-
tle something off about my habits this
summer, I'd just like to apologize to
my mom, to Mike's mom, Josh's
mom...ohwait.never mind.
Funk Is not dead
by David Schaap to sing these songs. And, in fact, I
think you'd be right. There is no
one like her out there in the music
business.
I don't know how many of you
out there listen to funk. I think it's
an aquired taste and I can't listen
to all of it either, but there are
plenty of great Parliament and
Kool and the Gang songs out
there. But if you're expecting
something like "Bring in the
Funk" or "Car Wash," that's not
what you're getting. She has a lot
of the traditional elements offunk
like a chours of strings here, a
horn section there, the funk bass
back beat and rhythm guitar. But
she is her own musican and
brings her style to the table: a
mellow hip-hop groove that is
oh-so-catchy, a wonderful under-
used instrument, the Hammond
organ, and samples. She fuses her
beats with samples as well, a
trend that seems to have explod-
ed in the past year. Anyone who,
like me, listened to way too much
Top 40 music stations this sum-
mer, can testify to this. Not every-
one has used this in the best way;
witness Kid Rock. But what I
appreciate about Macy Gray is
that she uses samples effectively
so they genereally don't call
attention to themselves and fit
naturally into the rest of the song.
This is why I hestitate to call her
hip-hop, even though that's prob-
ably where you'd find her in the
CD rack of a music store. And
although hip-hop has its roots in
people like Kurtis Blow and
GeogeClintrn, MayGtay ha<;!:mJgII
fimk In the 5O'~]IDVingm::e again that
fimk is rrrreal And wOOcanampiain..m-
Opinion Page Editor
I picked up this album last week-
end and [ haven't been able to
stop listening to it. And not
because the songs stick in my
head (they definitely do that) and
I.want to get them out (I don't
want to do that), but this album is
just that good. In fact, I'm listen-
ing to it right now, and if I could
listen to it in class, I would. I
simply cannot get over this
woman's voice. She couldn't
sing an opera and she would cer-
tainly sound out of place in the
Dordt Concert Choir. But her
voice just pulls you in and makes
itself unforgetable. It melts
together with her music and fits
so well that you'd think it would
be impossible for anyone but her
Andrew Moody
THE GIFT BY JACOB VAN WYK
DoRDT porn DOMINATE IOWA POErRY COMPEf1TION
by Brian Wisselink
A & E Page Editor
When the Iowa Poetry Association
handed out its awards for the college
portion of its annual Poetry competi-
tion, it was nearly a clean sweep for
Dordt College. Of the top five prizes,
four were captured by Dordt poets.
Kirstin Vander Giessen cap-
tured first place with her poem
"Untitled." Benjamin Groenewold
was awarded third place. Ryan
Vande Kraats, who won last year's
competition, earned a First
Honorable mention for his poem
"Counted in Heaven." Finally, Brian
Wisselink was given a Second
Honorable mention for his poem
"Gravity Hill."
The work of all of these,




Locaednea the northw e!t
en!r:me eof the CenterMall
251 N Main St. 206
-Renae's-be found in the most recent edition of
the Canon. Copies of the Canon are,
at last check, still available at several
points around campus.
Those students interested in
writing, reading, or listening to poet-
ry or would like to be part of a poetry .
club should contact Professor Vanden
Bosch at "mikevb@dordt.edu," or at






-Gwen Van Roeke~ stjlist·
loss. Dordt's only goal again came
off of the foot of Burgers. The team
was also dealt a full poker hand of
yellow cards (that's five for those
of you who haven't been at the
casino lately) in the loss. After the
game Elgersma commented, " We
played a good game except for a
couple of glaring errors. Concordia
surprised us. They are a lot better
team than they were last year."
Concernlng the yellow cards he
"Weare starting
three or four fresh-
men against a nation-
ally ranked opponent,
and we are still com-
peting with them."
Coach Elgersma
Slow start for men's soccer
ANDREW MOODY
No. 12, DJ DRAAYER, HEADS THE DEFENSIVE ATTACK IN DEFENDER'S FIRST HOME GAME.
By Ross Groen including arguably Dordt's best back for another year as attacking
Staff Writer player of all time, Jonny Pelster, midfielder. Many freshman are
there are some big shoes to fill. A already making contributions,
strong group of players remains most notably, Travis Burgers, who
though, including the three senior' has already put two in the net.
Captains; DJ. Draayer, Troy Ten The Defenders began their sea-
Napel, and .Arlan Vander Woude. son with a rough start on Aug. 27
Standout junior Paul Mortlock is with a nine hour road trip to Rapid
The Dordt College men's soccer
team has begun another year with
Bill Elgersma as the coach. After






The Dordt women's soccer team
starts the year with 10 returning
starters, a new coach in Steven
Westra, and high expectations.
The ladies are coming off of a 13-
6 season in which they advanced
to the second round of the NAJA
playoffs in the last year under
Coach Jeanie Elgersma, who is
now assisting with the men's pro-
gram. Coach Westra hopes that
this team will gel together and be
able to build off of last year suc-
cess.
This years team is led by cap-
tains Kalie Gaskill and Kelli
Holwerda. Junior Gaskill is com-
ing off a season in which she led
the team with 10 goals while sen-
ior Holwerda returns to lead a
more offense-oriented midfield ..
The team suffered through several
minor injuries in the preseason.
The lady defenders started off
the Season with a scrimmage at
Buena Vista which they won con-
vincingly with a final score of 8-0.~ '.' ,. - '. '-~.,
a •win
Their first regular season game
was at home on Sept. 5 against
Concordia of Nebraska. They
were just as impressive, netting a
final score of 7-1 in favor of the
defenders. The ladies pummeled
the Concordia goalie with 32
shots. Senior Sheila Jansma,
Sophomore Liz Dykstra opened
their season stats with two goals
each while freshman Meghan
Graham put one in in her first col-
lege match. Sarah Vriend led the
team with three assists. After the
game Westra said, " We got caught
off guard and they scored right off
but J was impressed with the way
we maintained our composure
came right back at them. Overall it
was a good performance but there
was a few times when we got too
comfortable and gave them oppor-
tunities which they shouldn't have
had."
The ladies played atSouthwest
State in Minnesota on Sept, 7.and
have their next home game on
Saturday, Sept. n ver~us 'Central'
• < -!'. ~
College from Pella .so COIIll' out .
andsupport the tearn:' .,."
City, SD where they played
National College. The Defenders
took the field on both Friday night
and Saturday morning. The boys
ended up with a couple of hard
fought losses where the final
scores were 2-1 and 3-0. Burgers
scored the lone goal of the week-
end for Dordt. Keeper Arlan
Vander Woude had a solid week-
end stopping 26 of 31 shots.
Coach Elgersma was impressed
with the performance of his young
team against a team ranked thir-
teenth in the nation. He said, " We
are starting three or four freshman
against a nationally ranked oppo-
nent, and we are still competing
with them. This was a tough way to
start the season and it is brutal for
our win loss record, but it was a
good learning experience. It was
good for the team as whole, espe-
cially younger players, to see
where we need to be to excel at the
college level."
The Defenders took the field
against Buena Vista on Sept. 1 in
Storm Lake. This time, senior Brett
Hendricks put in the only goal and
the boys took home the win,
improving their record to 1-2.
The Defenders first home game
on the big green was against
Concordia on Sep. 4. They had a
rough ay and came out with a 3-1
said, " When we get five cards,
including all three captains,
that tells me that the officials
presumed that we are a hard
hitting team and they decided
early on that they weren't going to
allow anything."
They may be off to a rough start
but Elgersma asks for patience. "
We're young but we have a lot of
talent. We're going to make mis-
takes but we'll learn from them.
Come the middle of October we
are going to be a difficult team to
handle."
ANDREW MOODY
KELLI HOLWERDA LOOKS ON AS TEAM MEMBER, SARAH VRIEND, NO. 12,' CHALLENGES A
- J. ,
CONCO':!DIA PLAYER FOR POSSESSION OF THE BALL, IN THE LADY DEFENDER'S HOME









The Dordt College Golf team took to the
links for its first meet of the year on Aug
31 at Sandy Hollow.
Led by senior Dave Kooiman's 73, the
team shot 304 and tied with Northwestern
for first place. Martin Luther college of
Minneapolis rounded out the triangular
field with a 354.
This year's varsity squad consists of
sophomores Bryan Altena, Mike Hoium,
and- David Myrdahl and juniors David
Altena and Eric Haveman.
Senior leadership is provided by David
Kooiman. Kooiman says that the teams
goal is to make it back to the NATA
nationals, something which the team
missed last year after making it in 1997.
To this end Kooiman has forsaken all
worldly pleasures and is leading a semi-
monastic life for the remainder of the sea-
son in order to focus on his game.
JOE TROSEN
JOHN VANDER OOY GAINS
GROUND ON HIS OPPONENT,
EVENTUALLY PLACING FOURTH,




The poles are set into the floor. The nets are tight-
ened. The kneepads are pulled up. It's volleyball
time once again for the Dordt Defenders.
Many local women tried out and are making their
appearance on the varsity team. Dawn Netz from
Pella, Andrea "Dre" Johnson from Des Moines, lena
Freiborg from Sacred Heart, Minnesota, Laura Van
Kley and Amanda Droog from Sioux Center, and
Rebecca Baber from Waupun, Wisconsin have all
shown skills and ability to play at the higher level.
Over the past few years, the Defenders have held the
conference championship title. Defending this title is
one of the goals the women have set for themselves,
according to Coach Tom Van Den Bosch.
Being competitive in every match and possibly get-
ting into regional play are also ambitions of the team.
Because of the large number of players on the team,
the women are still really working on their team
unity. "Everyone is trying to find their spot. They are
starting to gel," said Coach Van Den Bosch. From
his viewpoint, he says they are doing really well.
Kim Van Dyken, the senior setter for the Defenders,
has provided a great strength for the team. Having a
reliable setter is necessary to make a team feel com-
fortable in their defense.
Van Dyken possesses a stability in setting that gives
her teammates that comfort. '.
The tough front row attacks are also a"strong point .'
of the team. Coach Van. 000 Bosch noted, "Wi have
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By Jocelyn VanBeek
Sports Editor
Dordt's cross country team is
off to a great start! Their first
meet took place Friday, Sept. 3,
and they did excellent.
Once again the girls took the
championship. This year
though, they shared the title
with Northwestern. That makes
six years with the title. The guys
took second after Buena Vista.
The outlook for the guys team
is great this year. They only lost
one senior last year, so they
have a great chance at taking the
conference this year.
There are two returning a11-
conference runners, senior Jetf
Summerhays and junior Jon
Vander Kooy.
Summerhays won the Dordt
meet again for the fourth year in
a row, breaking his old record by
one second, with Jon Vander
o.oy close..hehind bim.in.fourth
place.
There are some promising
freshmen as well, with Tim Ives
placing 14th, the third Dordt
runner to finish. Overall, the
outlook is good.
It is a rebuilding year for the
girls. They lost four runners last
ILady Defenders ready
to defend their title
Height and coordination give the front row hitters an
edge over the competition. The combined skill of the
team, this allows for a lot of room to dominate.
Last Tuesday, the Defenders faced their first oppo~
nent, Dakota State. With a strong combination of the
key elements in passing, setting, and hitting, the
women easily defeated Dakota State for their first
win.
The Defenders definitely showed promise for their
season to come.
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year. Julie Huizenga is the lone
senior on the team. With Tabitha
Vander Wilt being the only jun-
ior, and only three sophomores,
the team is quite young.
There are a lot of freshmen on
the team this year, three show-
ing promising talent. Rachel
Baber, who had never run in a
cross country meet before
Friday, took fourth place at the
Dordt meet. She was the first to
finish for Dordt.
Beth Richards, also a fresh-
men, did very by placing tenth,
behind Dordt's second runner,
Tabitha Vander Will who was in
seventh. The girls will have to
work to see who steps up to take
the place of last years seniors.
SIGN LANGUAGE
A beginning sign language





















No matter what the cost, China will eventually reunify with
Taiwan, according to the People's Daily, a major Chinese
paper. "No matter how grim the situation is, no matter how
tortuous the road is, the Chinese Government and the Chinese
people will surmount all difficulties and ultimately complete
the great cause of reunifying the motherland," the paper said
Tuesday. On Monday, Susan Shirk, Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State for East Asia and Pacific Affairs, had said the United
States would probably respond to any military attack against
Taiwan.
The Middle East
If a new accord by Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak was
ratified Wednesday, Palestinians now have self-rule over 11
percent more of the contested West Bank land. Barak signed an
accord handing over the land last Sunday, and his cabinet
approved the deal three days later. The vote, according to a
cabinet statement, was 17-1 with one abstention and four min-
isters absent. Last Sunday, the cabinet had voted to revive the
Wye land-for-security program, which had been frozen by
Barak's right-wing predecessor, Benjamin Netanyahu eight
months prior. Reviving the Wye program breaks the deadlock
deadlock between Israelis and Palestinians. Among cheers for
the peace effort, the Israeli right is decrying this new accord as
"signing defeat," while some Palestinians have vowed not to be
satisfied until they have a state encompassing all of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, with east Jerusalem as its capital.
Greece
.Turkish rescue units have been helping victims of Tuesday's
earthquake in Athens, Greece, which claimed more than 60
lives. Despite historical tension between the two nations,
Greek rescue units helped extensively with relief efforts after
Turkey's Aug. 17 quake, which claimed more than 15,000
lives. Now Turkish units have been returning the favor. Fire
and health officials said at least 61 people died and more than
2,000 were injured from Tuesday's magnitude 5.9 quake.
U,S.A
U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno and the FBI have been
severely criticized recently after it was revealed that after six
years of denial, incendiary tear gas canisters were used at the
end of the 1993 Branch Davidian siege in Waco, Texas. Per
the recommendations of FBI Director Louis Freeh, Reno is
searching for a qualified independent investigator to probe
exactly what occurred. Former Sen. John Danforth, a
Republican from Missouri, has been called a "serious con-
tender" for the job by Justice Department officials. Cult leader
David Koresh and about 80 of his followers died in a massive
fire at the end of the 51-day, siege in April, 1993.
,






a life together. Kirk was a wonderful Christian
husband and father.
Following the Marines, Kirk attended Dordt
college for mechanical engineering. He was a
wonderful student, but the amazing part is that
even though he was enrolled as a full time student.
VANENGEN he found the time to teach catechism. He was able
to make a difference in the lives of many, and about 14
months ago Nicole was born to Kirk and Maria. This gave
Kirk the chance to make a difference in the life of yet one
more person.
Nicole loved her daddy just as much as the rest of the
family did, but on July 16,1999, the Lord took him home.
Although the family mourns his loss, they know that he is
in a far better place. For what place could be better than the
home of the Lord God Almighty?
On September 2, 1999 Dordt College held a memorial
service for Kirk Van Engen. Some of the Dordt College
staff that were blessed to share in the life of Kirk expressed
the memories they had of him. He was remembered by all
as a remarkable Christian man.
By Rachelle Vander Werff
Staff Writer
"If you live you live to the Lord. If you die you
die to the Lord. Rather you live or die you are the
Lord's." This saying was very true of Kirk Van
Engen. He was a man who truly lived his life to
the Lord.
This past summer, Kirk was killed in a car accident in
South Dakota. Last year, he was a junior at Dordt.
Kirk Van Engen was born on January 18, 1974, to Alan
and Judy Van Engen of Sheldon. Kirk was raised in a
Christian home. He attended Western Christian and gradu-
ated from there in 1992. Following high school Kirk
intended to join the Marines. but with his commitment to
the Lord, it was very important to him to make profession
of faith before he left. Once this was accomplished, Kirk
left for the Marines.
Kirk was an asset to the Marines, and the Marines were
an asset to Kirk, for it was there that he met his future wife
Maria. Kirk and Maria were joined in marriage on August





CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3:
As a Christian community, we have to
think beyond ourselves; we have to look at
the larger community that we belong to, and
the problems that face it.
We, as North Americans, have been given
material blessings that over half the world's
population would not be able to comprehend.
We can not take these blessings for granted,
or abuse t e pnvileges a Go as given
us. Therefore, for all these reaso~s, I am
opposed to throwing away those thousands
of gallons of water. It is a wasteful practice
that contradicts our calling from God to
wisely tend to the resources of the world,
and it, in my mind, heaps burning coals upon
the heads of the poor of the world who do
not have the resources we have, or the
resources to live a full and healthy life. This
is an issue of compassion, for me, and I hope
fiat maybe some of you WIll see this tl\e way
Ido.
Covenant Groups a worthwhile investment
By Kristin Hoeksema
Staff Writer
"Just as you make an investment
with the bank financially, you need to
make an investment with God in your
daily Bible studies," Campus Pastor
Don Draayer told students at the
GIFT service Sunday night. It was
this analogy that led him to encour-
age students to join Covenant groups
as a way to hold yourself accountable
in your relationship to God, others,
and to yourself. "College is a good
time in your life to establish habits
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Central Reformed Church in Sioux Center is
looking for Praise Band instrumentalists to
enhance our praise and worship time. Dummer
and guitarist especially needed. Transportation
and monetary reimbursement would be available.
For more information please call Erin Vander
Velde at 722-4167
Word," Draayer said concerning the
need for small group Bible studies
here on Dordt's campus.
Covenant groups are organized
this year by coordinator, Sharon
Reitsma, a junior. Reistma defines a
Covenant group as a "small group
meeting together once a week for
approximately one hour with the pur-
pose of studying the Bible, growing
together, praising God, and encourag-
ing one another." Covenant groups
consist of anywhere from five to ten
students. As of Sunday, September 5,
there were close to 230 people signed
up to join a Covenant
group. Students were able
to sign up for the first
time at "A Taste of Sioux
Center" and then again
Sunday night after the
GIFT service.
Covenant groups will
be led by approximately
twenty different student
leaders. Nearly fifteen of
these leaders met early Saturday
morning, September 4, for an annual
leadership retreat. Speaker Lois
Hoogeveen of Sioux Falls encour-
aged the leaders to focus on the small
group aspect of meeting together.
"The purpose of these groups should
be to deepen your relationships with
one another and to grow in your rela-
tionship with God," Hoogeveen told
the group leaders. Those who attend-
ed were challenged to focus on what
direction they would like their group
to take in studying God's Word.
Reitsma felt that the leaders came
out of the retreat feeling less intimi-
dated by the word "leader" and more
excited, encouraged and "pumped
up" to start meeting with their small
groups.
Covenant groups are already being
formed and will start meeting towards the
middle of September. However, it is not
too late to sign up. Students are welcome
and encouraged tojoin at anytime. It's an
investment worth making!
